- Decoding Primary

[IBER Source Documents at

MII;IS{XEI{JLM Liberty Hall Museum

Documents speak volumes and can give us insight into historical events, but what exactly is a
document? A document is a written or printed paper or record furnishing information or evidence. Do
you think you have ever handled a document? Have you ever received a receipt from a restaurant or
store? That receipt is a document, and that “document”, if found two hundred years from now, could
provide a historian in the year 2220 vital information about the diet of people living 200 years ago.

The document you’ll be examining today is a specific type of document, called a primary source
document. That means it was created at the time under study.

The document below is a copy of the original document. We have provided this document for study
purposes because the actual document may be too fragile to handle. While analyzing this document,
you will be doing the work of a historian. When you read a social studies textbook, have you ever
wondered “how do we know that happened?” or whose viewpoint is being represented. This is your
opportunity to directly explore how historians record history.

Instructions:

e Start by looking at the document itself. Do your best to read the document and try to pick out a
few words. We have provided a transcribed version for you of the document to make things a
little easier.

Read through the transcription.
Follow the prompts on the worksheet:
o Collect Knowledge
o Analyze the Information
o Question the Document

e Remember to think about what conclusions you can draw about this period in history from

reading the document.

Tag us on Social Media!
If you enjoyed decoding this document, we'd love to hear about it! Please share your stories and
pictures by emailing the museum or tagging us on our social media platforms!

e Email: libertyhall@kean.edu

e Facebook: libertyhallmuseum

e Instagram: @libertyhallmuseum



mailto:libertyhall@kean.edu

Document:

Newspaper: New Jersey Journal, Elizabethtown, New Jersey

Printed: February 18, 1806

FrOBE SOTD,

At the Tontive Coffec Hoaly,in New-York, ¢n
the aoth March, at one o'chied, if unt pre-
wizygly fold by private canirall y

T COUNTRY 8EAT forinerly belonping

to Governoy Livingflon, aml nr w ths prupeny
of Mr. H:lafife, fruatad on the Monis Toinpite

ready one mile fiom Llizabesh- 1oan, “in News

Jaley.—

Flie (iou@is in the bl ordez, has 2 froar of
eighty fest, and contains fuurtcen ronme with fie
places, Inge Cellars, &e.,

The Barns, Stables, Coach Houfea, and all 1he
other out buildings. bave Lesn grefed widun five
years. '

Thereisalloallot [Toulfe (o Faerin langeh, filled
with the finel fruits, fuch as Peaches Nelarines,
Cherrirs Furs, and the beft Fais of Grapas.  Be-
lnd the Hor Houls iy o larpeWah Houls wieh
Cilterns and Pamps, and a winter Silk1loule; the
fame= fues hear'ng the Hot Houle & the Coppers of
the Wath Lloufs,

An fee Uouls now filled.—A kitchean Oarden of
neariy 2n wsreand a half, farcousded hy 2 high
Elpalier Froce, covered with linsfenits and cun-
taining all the bell {orts of Vegerabies and (mall
fruits known 1a Eurone and Aradyica.

The Garden or pleafure grogdd in froot of the
houle (of three acres) has prdvel walks vaund ir,
and containg a great variety of Qowecing throbs,
‘Flowers and Fruts imported from different puts of
Euarpps.~The wholecontaining about ewenty-tuo
acres.== Che land in good order, having an Oiciaud
and a Springg of exceilent water which neyer freezes
in winter nop fuls in fummer. and which fupplirs
a Fith Popd.— "here is a prond Pamp in the Kitzh-
en Yard, and fsvaral good Cifleins,— The premifes
may be viewed alrer the lirlt of Muich.

Alln to be fold, on the 216th day of March, by
Audlion, at E, 'Town, fzveral lots of Land amount-
inz to miarcthan 8o acres, which now form a pi-t
of the Farm belonging to Mr, Ralafife.—Any j ere
fon vurchafing the loule lot, miy havean oppar.
tunity of buying thele Jots either in put or the
whole of them, by private contrat, by applyingto
Mr Belafifs,

Thetitleis indifputable and polT:flion will be giv-

" enin May.
Elizabeth-Town, N J. Feb. 1y, 1806,

* * The Sale of the feveral out LOTS of
LAND, above mentianed, is pofiponed until
Wednefday the ad of April next.

Source: America’s Historical Newspapers



Transcription:

Newspaper: New Jersey Journal, Elizabethtown, New Jersey

Printed: February 18, 1806

TO BE SOLD,

At the Tontine Coffee House, in New York on
The 20" March, at one o’clock, if not pre-
viosuly sold by private contract:
THE COUNTRY SEAT formerly belonging
to Governor Livingston, and [ ] the property
of Mr. Belasise, fronted on the Morris Turnpike
road, one mile from Elizabeth-town, in New-
Jersey.—

The House is in the best order, has a front of
eighty feet, and contains fourteen rooms with
fire places, large Cellars &c.,

The Barns, stables, Coach Houses, and all the
other out buildings, have been erected within five
years.

There is also a Hot House10 feet in length, filled
with the finest fruits, such as Peaches, Nectarines,
Cherries Figs, and the best sorts of Grapes. Be-
hind the Hot House is a large Wash House with
Cisterns and Pumps, and a winter Milk House; the
same flues heating the Hot House & the Coopers of
the Wash House.

An Ice House now filled—A kitchen Garden of
nearly an acre and a half, surrounded by a high
espalier Fence, covered with linefruits and con-
taining all the best sorts of Vegetables and small
Fruits known in Europe and America.

The Garden or pleasure ground in front of the
house (of three acres) has gravel walks around it,
and contains a great variety of flowering shrubs
Flowers and Fruits imported from different parts of
Europe.—The whole containing about twenty-two
acres.—The land in good order, having an Orchard
and a Spring of excellent water which never freezes
in winter nor fails in summer, and which supplies
a Fish Pond.—There is a good Pump in the Kitch-
en Yard, and several good Cisterns.—The premises
may be viewed after the first of March.

Also to be sold, on the 16" day of March, by
Auction, at E. Town, several lots of Land amount-
ing to more than 80 acres, which now form a part
of the Farm belonging to Mr. Belasise.—Any per-
son purchasing the House lot, may have an oppor-
tunity of buying these lots wither in part or the
whole of them, by private contract, by applying to
Mr. Belasise.

The title is indisputable and possession will be giv-
en in May.

Elizabeth-Town, N.J. Feb. 17, 1806

***The Sale of the several LOTS of
LAND, above mentioned, is postponed until
Wednesday the 2d of April next.

Source: America’s Historical Newspapers



Decoding Documents at Liberty Hall Museum

Background information: When William Livingston died in 1790 the house and land were inherited by
his second eldest son, Henry. Henry did not want the house in New Jersey, and eventually sold the land
in 1798 to a man known as Lord Bolingbroke or George Belasise. In 1806, Lord Bolingbroke sold the land
to Thomas Eddy. It was not until 1811 that Liberty Hall was purchased by Peter Kean for his mother,
Susan Livingston Kean Niemcewicz, who brought the home into the Kean family.

Collect Knowledge:
What is the date?

Who is the author? Do we know?

Where was this document printed?

Analyze the Information:

1. How many different gardens are included on the property?

a. Why would potential buyers be interested in knowing what kinds of food were already

growing on the property?

2. This sale is not only selling the house. What other buildings are being offered for sale?

a. Why were those other outbuildings so important to daily life in 18067

3. This is a Real Estate advertisement. What is different about this advertisement than Real Estate

ads we see today?

Question the Document:

What questions does this document raise? Feel free to email your questions to the museum at

libertyhall@kean.edu.

In the transcription, the empty brackets that look like this [ ],
mean the transcriber was not sure what was printed. Even
printed word from 214 years ago can sometimes be hard to
decipher!

Try your hand at figuring out what those words might be and

send us an email with your best guess at libertyhall@kean.edu.

libertyhall@kean.edu
908.527.0400

1003 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ 07083
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