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Trains, Planes, and 

Automobiles, Oh My! with 

Liberty Hall Museum 
 

Lesson: Trains, Planes and Automobiles, Oh My! with Liberty Hall Museum  

Grades: 3-5 

Subject Areas: American History, Poetry Analysis  

Duration: 30-45 minutes  

 

Essential question: How has transportation changed overtime and how have those 

changes affected life in New Jersey? 

 

Overview Summary: Elementary school students will discover how transportation has 

changed over time by studying various forms of transportation used by the former 

residents of Liberty Hall Museum. Students will construct their own transportation 

timeline, compare and contrast different forms of transportation, examine how they 

themselves use transportation today, and predict what transportation will look like in the 

future.  

 

Objectives for Students: After completing this lesson, students will be able to: 

 Identify different types of transportation and the correct time periods associated 
with those various types 

 Analyze how transportation affected daily life and continues to affect life today 

 Demonstrate creative and critical thinking by designing future methods of 
transportation  

 Compare and contrast various forms of transportation recognizing the 
uniqueness and similarities of the different vehicles 

 

Draft New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Social Studies: 

 6.1.5.EconNM.3: Describe how the development of different transportation systems 

impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States. 

 6.1.5.EconNM.4: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific 

achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods. New 

Jersey and the United States (e.g., energy, transportation, communications) 

 6.1.5.EconGE.2: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific 

achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods. 

 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3: Use multiple sources to describe how George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston have 

impacted state and national governments over time. 
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Materials: 

 Liberty Hall Museum Transportation fact sheet (pages 4-6) 

 “Transportation Timeline” activity sheet (pages 7) 

 “Compare and Contrast Transportation” activity sheet (page 8) 

 “Transportation Today” activity sheet (page 9) 

 “Into the Future” activity sheet (page 10) 

 

Key Words: 

 Liberty Hall 

 William Livingston 

 Transportation 

 Carriages 

 Steam Power 

 Automobiles 

 Planes 

 

Opening Activity:  

 Introduce Liberty Hall Museum:  

 Liberty Hall Museum is a historic house and garden museum in Union, New 

Jersey.  It was the home of William Livingston, the first elected governor of New 

Jersey. In 1811, the home and grounds were purchased by the Kean family who 

lived in the home until 1995.  In 2000, the home and grounds became a museum.  

 Invite students to explore Liberty Hall Museum’s website: libertyhall.kean.edu  

 

Historical Context: 

 Establish and discuss the historic setting and context of the lesson plan  with your 

students: 

 Liberty Hall was built in 1774 for William Livingston, the first elected Governor of 

New Jersey, and his family.   After the Livingston’s lived at Liberty Hall, the Kean 

family purchased the house and lived there until 1995. Over the course of those 

200 years when people lived at Liberty Hall, methods of transportation changed 

greatly. Transportation affected nearly all aspects of life from where someone 

could travel, to how fast news travelled, to what type of food was available.  

Think about how transportation affects your life.   

o What methods of transportation would early colonists like William 

Livingston have used? 

o What methods of transportation would the Kean family have used in 

1995? 

https://libertyhall.kean.edu/
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o What inventions and scientific understanding had to change to affect how 

transportation methods changed from 1774 to 1995? 

o What does transportation look like today?  

 

Transportation Lesson Plan Activities:  

1. Read the Liberty Hall Museum Transportation fact sheet (pages 4-6) 

a. This fact sheet provides basic background information about the various 

forms of transportation that the residents of Liberty Hall would have used in 

different periods of history.   

2. Complete the “Transportation Timeline” Activity (page 7) 

a. This activity asks students to synthesize the information discussed in the 

Transportation Fact Sheet and create their own timeline from what they 

learned.  

3. Complete the “Compare and Contrast Transportation” activity (page 8) 

a. This activity has students compare modern day delivery trucks to those used 

by the Kean family in the 1900s. A venn diagram and guided questions are 

provided.  

4. Complete the “Transportation Today” activity (page 9) 

a. This activity has students write about and explore what methods of 

transportation they use today.  

5. Complete the “Into the Future” activity (page 10) 

a. This activity asks students to predict the future and answer the question: 

What will transportation look like in the year 2220? 

 

  Connections:  

 Teachers may wish to use this lesson as a part of a larger lesson on colonial 
American history, the industrial revolution, scientific innovation and invention, 
or how technology influences and changes lifestyle.  

 Teachers may wish to take their students on a fieldtrip to Liberty Hall Museum 
in Union, New Jersey, home of William Livingston to see and learn about, in 
person, the various methods of transportation used by the Livingston and 
Kean families.   
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Activity #1: Liberty Hall Museum Transportation Fact Sheet 

 

How people get from place to place has changed considerably since Liberty Hall was 

first built in 1772.  Explore some means of transportation at Liberty Hall Museum! 

 

Colonial Transportation  

 

Back then, people only had a few options: walk, ride a 

horse, or take a carriage which was pulled by horses or 

boats powered by wind or oars.  You can still find 

hitching posts at Liberty Hall where people tied up their 

horse while visiting the Livingston family.  Many people 

came to the house by barge on the Elizabeth River 

which borders the property.   

 

 

Horse-Drawn Carriages 

 

 

Exterior view of the Carriage House at Liberty Hall Museum    Carriage, 19th century 

   

 
The Liberty Hall Carriage House was built by the Kean family in 1882 to hold the 
carriages and sleighs they used to travel around New Jersey and beyond.  As you look 
at the Carriage House, the right side housed the carriages and sleighs.  The horse stalls 
and tack room were on the left.  Upstairs was where the carriage drivers and the 
grooms (the men who cared for the horses) lived.   
 
    

Colonial style hitching Post in Colonial 

Williamsburg 
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Steam Power 

 

Steam Tractor at Liberty Hall Museum 

 
The late 19th century saw the invention of the steam engine.  Steam engines in trains 
led to the development of the railroad system. Colonel John Kean invested in the New 
Jersey Railroad, but the Kean’s benefited from steam engines in other ways, as well.  
The Kean family had a tractor powered by a steam engine. This tractor was built in 1920 
and was used at Green Lane Farm, the farm that was originally part of Liberty Hall.  
This steam tractor would have made ploughing and harvesting much easier.   

 

Automobiles 

 

John Kean, early 1900s      Katharine Winthrop Kean, early 1900s 

 

The early 1900s saw the first arrival of automobiles at Liberty Hall.  Automobiles made 

travel much faster and easier.  The Kean family were excited to own one of the earliest 

automobiles produced!  Even though both men and women drove cars, the Kean family 

often used chauffeurs to drive them around.   
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Ford Model T, Elizabethtown Gas Company Truck, 1923  

The Kean’s also incorporated the use of Ford Model T trucks into the family business, 
The Elizabethtown Gas Company.  The museum still owns one of these trucks, a 1923 
Ford Model T delivery truck that still can be driven today! 
 

Planes 

 
Senator Hamilton Fish Kean (in black suit) at the opening of Newark Airport, October 1, 1928 

The early 1900s also saw the invention of planes.  These first heavier-than-air flying 
machines only carried one or two people.  Passenger planes were not invented until 
1914 and perfected during the First World War.  Today, Liberty Hall Museum is less 
than 10 miles away from Newark International Airport, one of the busiest airports in the 
United States.    
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Activity #2: Transportation Timeline 

 

Today, members of the Kean family travel by plane, train, boat, automobile, bicycles 

and even scooters! Transportation has come a long way since 1772! Create an 

illustrated timeline of how transportation has changed from 1772 to the present day. 

 

1700s 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

1800s 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

1900s 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

2000s 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 
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Activity #3: Compare and Contrast Transportation 

 

Compare our Model T delivery truck to the delivery trucks that bring packages to our 

homes today.  Complete the venn diagram below.  How are they different?  How are 

they the same? 
 

Modern Delivery Trucks    Ford Model T at Liberty Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things to think about: 

 How fast could they go? 

 Who would have driven the truck? 

 What color are the trucks?  

 How many wheels do they have? 

 What do the wheels look like? 

 What do the headlights look like? 

 What do the windshield wipers look like? 

 When were the trucks built? 

 What kind of fuel do they use? 
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Activity #4: Transportation Today 

 

How do YOU get from place to place?  List all the different types of transportation you 

have used. Which is your favorite and why? 

 

Types of Transportation: 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is your favorite method of transportation and why? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Activity #5: Into the Future 

 

What methods of transportation will exist in 200 years? Become an inventor and design 

a vehicle for the year 2200.   

 

Draw your future vehicle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will your future vehicle be powered? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 


